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TRANSLATION NOTES 
ABOUT THE DIALECT 


In the original Japanese, 
p Uncle and some of the other 
y locals speak in Kanagawa 
dialect. In the real world, 
Kanagawa is a prefecture 
southwest of Tokyo which 
“არა, - includes the highly urban 
7 Аме Yokohama as well as the 
rural Miura at the tip of the 
Miura Peninsula, where Cafe Alpha is located. The author is 
from Yokosuka, just north of Miura, and his characters typi- 
cally speak in Kanagawa dialect. It resembles Tohoku dialect 
and is associated with characters who are rural and unso- 
phisticated— basically, hicks. 


While it’s impossible to preserve all the cultural nuance 
of a dialect in translation, using Standard English would 
preserve none of it, so instead we chose to model the 
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characters’ speech on Atlantic Canadian English. This dia- 
lect shares some features of the Southern and Appalachian 
speech that is often used in English fiction to mark a charac- 
ter as rural—and also, unfortunately, as ignorant and unso- 
phisticated; we trust the reader will be able to rise above that 
stereotype. 


In the translation of the characters speaking Kanaga- 
wa dialect you will see syntactic features such as double 
negatives, lack of Standard English person/number agree- 
ment in verbs, and absence of auxiliary verbs (e.g., you 
seen rather than you have seen). Weve gone easy on pro- 
nunciation, which can be difficult and distracting to 
represent in writing, but a few features are included, such 
as dropping unstressed initial syllables in some contexts 
(e.g., round for around). Note that of course many speakers 
of nonstandard dialects can code-switch fluently, so depend- 
ing on the context and who they're speaking to, may not 
always demonstrate all these features. 


YOU'RE 
LIKE FAMILY 


The advantage this dialect has over other possibilities is 
that our adaptation is done by a resident of Nova Scotia, 
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one of the provinces where this dialect is spoken, where 
her family has lived for several generations. That fortunate 
coincidence allowed us to have a better chance at using 
dialect consistently and realistically. She invites you to 
familiarize yourself with the speech patterns of Atlantic 
Canada by watching The Trailer Park Boys. 


% % % 
REFERENCES 


Page 173 

The chapter title 300 Pictures per Piece is a play on the 
hundred-year-old “300 Meters per Piece” slogan of Glico 
caramels, which refers to how much energy they contain. 


Page 244 

The stickers on the missile in the fireworks scene in 
chapter 13 include the names of contributors and good 
wishes. Some of the ones that are legible include company 
names—Mori Studio, Kanamori Seiko, Akiyama Trading 
Company—and phrases like “Safe and Happy Families” and 
“Good Health for All.” 


Page 336 

The letter on page 50 is 
mostly indecipherable 
in the original Japa- 
nese, so we have left it 
as is. 
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Page 355 

This chapter title Great Bird refers to Peng, also known as 
Dapeng (“Great Peng”), a giant bird transformed from a 
giant fish described at the start of the Daoist classic Zhuang- 
71. In Japanese, the title is “Hoh,” a Japanized pronunciation 
of Peng, and Peng is also known as the “Great Bird” (though 
this is not particularly common knowledge in modern-day 
Japan). A reference also appears on page 72, in the title of a 
book in the background, Dao de Peng. The myth is not par- 
ticularly well known in Japan, so now you may know more 
than most readers of the Japanese original. 


Page 371 

In Chapter 21, the use of “she” for the Water God does not 
mean it is alive or has a gender. "She" is used extensively in 
the dialect to refer to inanimate objects, as it is also used in 
Standard English in some cases, such as for boats. 


Page 425 

Makkis full name is Matsuki, meaning "true moon." Her 
nickname Makki can also mean "end times," which seems 
significant. 
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A quiet cup of coffee 
as the world winds down. 


In a future Japan, long after an environmental catastrophe, Alpha the 
android runs a small café in a seaside town. As she wonders if her absent 
owner will ever return, she stands witness to the twilight of humanity 
with coffee, a slice of watermelon, and the sound of her moon guitar. 
Alpha and her neighbors enjoy the melancholy beauty of life, even as 
the end approaches. Savor chapters 1-24 of this beloved manga classic 


in English for the first time with volume 1 of a deluxe five-volume set. 
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